Red Ribbon Week
“Be Drug Free at RB”

	The Price Tag Is High

For Underage Drinking
   To those who think underage drinking is just normal “kid stuff,” consider this behavior costs society about $58 billion a year.  That kind of money is hardly kid stuff.  And it doesn’t take into account the loss of life and emotional pain caused by alcohol-related behavior.

   This figure came from a study released earlier this year by the Office of Justice and Delinquency Prevention and Mothers Against Drunk Driving and Underage Drinking:  Immediate Consequences and their costs can be obtained by calling 1-800-638-8736.  The price of underage drinking is staggering in dollars and in the loss and destruction of human lives.  We all must work together at the national and local levels to tackle this problem.

     Here’s a breakdown of costs associated with underage drinking:

     Traffic crashes………………………$18,200,000,000
     Violent crime………………………    $36,400,000,000

     Burns…………………………………     $459.000,000

     Drowning……………………………     $771,000,000

     Suicide attempts……………………..    $1,510,000,000

     Fetal alcohol syndrome………………      $493,000,000

     Alcohol poisonings…………………..       $948,000,000

     Treatment……………………………     $l,008,000,000

[image: image1.wmf]        TOTAL………………………….... $58,379,000,000                  



	10 Things Kids Need to Know
About Drugs
1. Marijuana can be laced with deadly drugs like PCP without anyone even knowing it.

2. Marijuana can make anyone gorge on junk food--causing weight gain.

3. Using cocaine just once can cause a seizure or a fatal heart attack—even in young people.

4. Cocaine often causes intense depression, edginess and a craving for more cocaine.

5.    Sharing needles to inject cocaine and heroin can give you hepatitis, HV/AIDS and other diseases.

6. Inhalants can make you lose control over your bladder and bowels.

7. Inhalants can kill you in four ways:  difficulty breathing, suffocation, choking on vomit or cardiac arrest.
8. Abusing alcohol can cause cirrhosis and cancer of the liver.
9. Drinking too much in a short time can kill you.

10. Combining alcohol and other drugs can kill you.

Source: Activity poster for the Saturday morning, teen-targeted shows “The                                  More You Know” service campaign.  


If you or a friend need help, please come to the Programs Office in room 602
